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Welcome to Heritage Christian University Residential Life!

We're glad to have you as part of our on-campus family in Kerr Hall. Your time here is
more than just a place to stay-it's an opportunity to grow, build relationships, and
develop life skills that will serve you well beyond your college years.

At HCU, we believe your living environment plays a key role in your college
experience. Our residential community is designed to support your academic success
as well as your spiritual, social, and personal development. Living on campus helps you
learn to balance responsibilities, foster meaningful connections, and make decisions
that align with your faith and future goals.

This handbook is your guide to residential life at HCU. Inside, you'll find important
information on housing policies, community expectations, and the resources available
to help you. The Department of Student Affairs (DSA) is here to support you-whether
you need guidance, encouragement, or just someone to help you work through a
challenge.

Above all, we want your time at HCU to be one of growth, purpose, and lasting
memories. Your dorm is more than just a space to live—it's a place to learn, connect, and
prepare for what God has in store for your future.

Welcome home! We're here to help make this experience meaningful and rewarding.
Let's make the most of it together!

Zack Martin Perry and Tricia Bretherick
Dean of Students Campus Life Assistants
zmartin@hcu.edu pbretherick@hcu.edu

502-974-9293 256-762-0858

tbretherick@hcu.edu
256-762-1735
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RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM PHILOSOPHY

At Heritage Christian University, we believe that living in community is a vital part of your
spiritual and personal growth. Our residential program in Kerr Hall is designed to be
more than just housing; it's an environment where you can build lasting relationships,

learn to live collaboratively, and practice Christian principles in your daily life.

Each dorm in Kerr Hall provides students with a private bedroom while sharing common
areas like a living room, kitchen, and bathrooms with roommates. This design

encourages fellowship, accountability, and mutual respect among residents.

Our goal is to provide a safe, clean, and supportive atmosphere that allows you to focus
on your academic and spiritual journey. While the university maintains the facilities, you
and your dorm mates are responsible for creating a positive home environment—one

marked by consideration for others, open communication, and shared responsibility.



GENERAL POLICIES & EXPECTATIONS

As with any university residential program, living in the Heritage Christian University
dorms comes with rules and responsibilities for its resident students. Since we are a
Christian institution, dedicated to training men and women to better serve God and His
Kingdom, we believe that setting high standards of conduct and Christian behavior is

appropriate and conducive to this purpose.
Financial Information

o Housing Deposit: A refundable damage deposit of $300 is required to reserve a

room.

« Dorm Charges: Dorm charges are included in the semester invoice. Residents
must pay their account before the semester begins, unless a formal payment

plan has been arranged in advance.

e Included Amenities: Your semester dorm charges include all utilities: electricity,

water, high-speed internet, and Hulu streaming service.
Community Standards & Handbook Agreement

As a Christian university, HCU is a community dedicated to high standards of personal
conduct and spiritual growth. All residents are expected to contribute positively to this
environment by acting with integrity, respecting others, and showing consideration for
their neighbors.

To ensure a clear understanding of these expectations, all residents must agree in

writing to abide by the policies outlined in this handbook.



University Liability & Personal Property

HCU is not responsible for personal property that is lost, damaged, or stolen. We

strongly encourage you to take the following steps to protect your belonging:
e Always lock your bedroom door and the main dorm door.
« Avoid keeping large sums of cash or highly valuable items in your dorm room.

« Purchase renter’s insurance. It is an affordable and widely available option for

protecting your personal property.

On-Campus Living Requirements
To foster a strong campus community, HCU has the following residency requirements:

e All single freshmen and sophomores under the age of 21 are required to live on

campus.

« Allinternational students receiving a full-tuition scholarship are required to live on

campus.

o Students taking fewer than 12 semester hours (part-time) must receive special

permission from the Dean of Students to live in Kerr Hall.

Exceptions to the residency requirement may be granted by the Dean of Students under

special circumstances, such as:
e The student is living with parents or a legal guardian.
e The student has secured written permission from their parents to live off campus.

e The student is receiving free room and board from a source outside the
university.



ASSIGNMENTS & CHECK-IN/CHECK-OUT

Room Assignments

Room assignments are made by the Campus Life Assistants (CLAs) in consultation with

the Dean of Students and Admissions. While we consider student preferences, final

assignments are made to create the most balanced and positive community possible.

Students may not change rooms without official approval from the CLAs and the Dean

of Students. To best support the residential community's needs, the university reserves

the right to make changes to room assignments at any time.

Check-In Procedures

1.

2.

Schedule an Appointment: Before the semester begins, a CLA will contact you
to provide move-in details and schedule your check-in appointment. All students

must check in by appointment to ensure a smooth process.

Arrive and Contact CLA: When you arrive at Kerr Hall for your appointment,
contact the CLA in Dorm F. Please note that unannounced arrivals may result in

significant delays.

Complete a Walk-Through: The CLA will walk through the dorm and your
private bedroom with you to inspect for any pre-existing damage and verify that

all university furniture is present.

Sign Form & Receive Keys: You will sign the official Room Condition Form,
acknowledging the state of the room. Once signed, you will receive your

bedroom key and the access code for the main dorm door.



Check-Out Procedures

All students must officially check out of their dorm at the end of their residency or before

extended breaks.

End-of-Semester Checkout: Checkout appointments take place on the Thursday and
Friday of finals week between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. You must schedule your

appointment with a CLA in advance.

Mid-Year Breaks (Winter): If you are returning for the spring semester, you may leave
your personal belongings in your room. However, you must still schedule a brief walk-

through inspection with a CLA before you leave for the break.

The Checkout Process
1. Remove all personal belongings from your room and shared spaces.

2. Thoroughly clean your bedroom, bathroom, and your portion of the common

areas. Ensure all food is removed from the refrigerator and pantry.

3. Schedule and complete the final inspection with a CLA. During the walk-through,

the CLA will assess the condition of the room and note any damages.

4. Sign the check-out form and return all keys to the CLA.

Important Financial Information

« Damage expenses beyond normal wear and tear will be deducted from your
$300 refundable deposit.

e Checkout is only completed after the CLA signs your checkout form. You must

submit this signed form to the Business Office to receive your deposit refund.

« Students who do not check out on time will be charged a $20 per day fee.
Exceptions must be pre-approved by the Dean of Students.



DAILY LIFE & FACILITIES

Curfew & Overnight Leave

To ensure the safety and well-being of our residents, HCU has the following curfew

policy for single students under the age of 21:

Curfew Time: All single students under 21 must be in their assigned dorm by

12:00 a.m. (midnight) every night.

Life360 App: To aid in accountability and safety, students under 21 are required

to be part of the residential Life360 group.

Running Late: If you anticipate being late due to work or an unforeseen

circumstance, you must contact a CLA before midnight to avoid a violation.

Work Exceptions: If your regular work schedule conflicts with curfew, you must
get written permission from the Dean of Students. Employment that aligns with

curfew hours is recommended and encouraged.

Overnight Leave: If you plan to spend the night away from campus, please

inform a CLA and provide emergency contact information for your destination.

Special Occasions: Extended curfew may be granted by the CLA for special

events; however, habitual late hours are not allowed.

Curfew Violations

Fine: Each unexcused curfew violation will result in a $50 fine. This fine must be

paid to the CLA within one week.

Disciplinary Action: Repeated violations will be reported to the Dean of

Students and may result in a review by the Discipline Committee.



Personal Items

Students are responsible for providing their own personal items, including towels,
toiletries, and regular twin-size bed linens. You are welcome to bring a reasonable
number of personal belongings, such as furniture, computers, televisions, and small
kitchen appliances, to make your space feel like home. For safety and maintenance

reasons, external antennas of any kind are not permitted.

Dorm Access

For routine maintenance, safety inspections, and emergencies, authorized HCU
personnel may need to enter dorms and private bedrooms. This includes staff from

Student Affairs, maintenance, and contracted services like pest control.

Entry will never be unannounced. Our staff will always knock and loudly announce
their presence before entering your dorm or bedroom. Residents may not add or

change any locks on dorm or bedroom doors.

Student Buildings

At check-in, residents will receive the access code for the Alexander Building

Gymnasium.

e Gymnasium Hours: Monday—Saturday, 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Sunday, Noon
to 10:00 p.m.

Each month, the CLAs will organize a service day for residents to help clean and
maintain the gym and the grounds around Kerr Hall. Your participation is highly

encouraged as a way to build community and care for our shared spaces.

10



Services/Utilities Provided
The following services are included in your rent:
o Utilities: Electricity and water.
« Internet: High-speed wireless internet is provided. See a CLA for the password.

o Television: HULU streaming service is provided for each dorm. See a CLA for

login details.
« Trash Removal: A dumpster for resident trash is located behind the gym.

Please note: Personal internet, land-line phone, cable, or satellite TV accounts are not

permitted.
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DORM CARE & MAINTENANCE

Prohibited Items

For the safety of all residents, the following items are strictly prohibited in and around

Kerr Hall dorm building:

Items with an open flame (e.g., candles, incense, Sterno cans).
e Space heaters.

e Propane tanks or canisters.

e Outdoor grills (charcoal, wood, or propane).

« Alltobacco products, including e-cigarettes and vapor devices.
o Fireworks, explosives, or ammunition.

o Firearms of any kind (including BB guns, pellet guns, airsoft guns, etc.).

Weapons (e.g., swords, large knives, bows, etc.).

Damage Responsibility
The Room Condition Form you sign at check-in is used to track the state of your dorm.

« Individual Responsibility: You are financially responsible for any damages in
your private bedroom. You are also responsible for damage caused by your

guests in any part of the dorm.

o Shared Responsibility: If damage occurs in a common area and no specific
person takes responsibility, the repair cost will be divided equally among all dorm

residents.

12



Furniture

e University furniture may not be removed from the dorm without permission from a
CLA.

e You may arrange the furniture in your room and common areas to suit your taste.
However, you must lift, not drag, furniture to avoid scratching the floors.

Damage to flooring will result in a fine.

Decorations

« To avoid wall damage, please hang pictures and posters using straight pins or

small picture-hanging nails. Do not use tape, thumbtacks, or screws on walls.

e Areasonable number of posters are permitted in private bedrooms. Posters are

not permitted in the common living areas.

Pets
e The only pets permitted are fish in tanks no larger than 15 gallons.

o Certified service animals are permitted with pre-approved documentation from

the Department of Student Affairs.

o Unauthorized pets must be removed immediately. Guests are not permitted to

bring pets into the dorms at any time.

Thermostat & Utilities

« Thermostat: Please set the thermostat no lower than 72°F in the summer and
no higher than 72°F in the winter. When leaving for an extended break, set it to

75°F in summer or 60°F in winter.

« Wiring: You may not make any changes to the dorm's wiring or appliances.

13



How to Request Maintenance

If anything in your dorm needs to be repaired—from a leaky faucet to a broken
appliance—please notify a CLA immediately. They will submit a maintenance request to

resolve the issue.

14



CLEANLINESS & INSPECTIONS

Dorm Cleaning Standards

Living in a shared space requires teamwork. Each resident is expected to contribute to
the daily, weekly, and monthly cleaning of the dorm to ensure a healthy and pleasant

environment for everyone.
Daily Tasks

e Wash your dishes promptly.

e Make your bed.

o Keep clothes and personal items off the floor.
Weekly Tasks

« Take out the trash as needed.

Sweep and mop all tile floors.

« Clean the kitchen: Wipe down countertops, sink, cabinets, and stove exterior.

o Clean the bathroom: Clean the sink, vanity, mirror, toilet (inside and out), and

shower/tub.

o Clean the laundry closet and wipe down the washer and dryer.

Always clean the dryer's lint filter after each use.
Monthly Tasks
o Clean the inside of the refrigerator and discard any old food.

« Clean the inside of the oven. (If using the self-clean cycle, please turn on the

microwave vent fan.)

Failure to cooperate with dorm mates on these cleaning duties will be considered

misconduct and should be reported to a CLA.
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Dorm Inspections

To ensure dorms are kept in a safe and sanitary condition, CLAs conduct regular

inspections.
Inspection Schedule

« Dorms will be inspected twice per month: once during the first full week and once

during the third week of the month.
e Your CLA will announce the specific day and time at least 48 hours in advance.

o Please note that unannounced inspections may be conducted at the discretion of

the CLAs or Dean of Students if there is a health or safety concern.
Consequences for Failed Inspections
Consequences for failing inspections are cumulative throughout a single semester.

o First Offense: Afine will be assessed for the failed inspection. All fines must be

paid in cash directly to a CLA within one week.

o Persistent Failures: Students who repeatedly fail inspections will be required to

meet with the Dean of Students.

o $50 in Accumulated Fines: If a resident accumulates $50 in inspection fines

within one semester, their parents or guardian will be contacted.

o $100 in Accumulated Fines: If a resident accumulates $100 in inspection fines
within one semester, they will be required to move out of the dorm for the

remainder of that semester and the entire following semester.

Purposeful damage to university property or the personal property of another student is

grounds for immediate removal from the dorms and possible suspension from HCU.

16



COMMUNITY CONDUCT & SAFETY

Conduct of Residents

As members of a Christian community, all residents are expected to show consideration

for others and behave in a way that builds a positive and respectful environment.
Visitation Policy (Opposite-Sex Guests)

To maintain privacy and accountability, men are not permitted in women’s dorms, and

women are not permitted in men’s dorms.

« Common Areas: You are welcome to visit with guests of the opposite sex in the

Kerr Hall breezeways or the gym (during open hours).

e In-Dorm Exception: On rare occasions, you may receive permission from a CLA
to host an opposite-sex visitor in the common area only of your dorm. This

requires adhering to strict rules:

1. You must get permission from a CLA before the visit.

2. The front door of the dorm must remain completely open for the entire
visit.

3. Guests are restricted to the living room/kitchen area and may not enter
private bedrooms or bathrooms.

4. Approved visitation hours are from 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

« Violating this policy will result in disciplinary action from the Dean of Students.
Quiet Hours & Noise

o Campus-wide quiet hours begin at 10:00 p.m. every evening.

« Please be considerate of your neighbors at all times. Loud music or excessive

noise that disturbs others is not permitted.
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Prohibited Activities

o For safety reasons, activities like wrestling, boxing, martial arts, weightlifting, and
playing with balls are not allowed in or around the dorm buildings. These

activities are better suited for the gym or outdoor fields.

o Water fights and similar disturbances are also prohibited in the dorm areas.

Overnight Guests

Overnight guests of the same sex are permitted on a limited basis with the following

rules:
e You must get permission from a CLA before your guest arrives.

e The host student must be present in the dorm for the entire duration of the

guest's stay.
o Visits should be for a short duration; extended stays are not permitted.
e Guests must provide their own linens and towels.

« For safety and liability reasons, residents are not permitted to host young

children as overnight guests or to use their dorms for babysitting.

Fire Alarms
In Case of an Actual Fire:
1. Pull the nearest fire alarm pull-station, located in the breezeway.

2. Evacuate the building immediately.

3. Call 911.

N

. Notify a CLA as soon as it is safe to do so.

When Any Alarm Sounds:

« Evacuate: Any time a fire alarm sounds, you must evacuate the building and

proceed to the front of the Overton Memorial Library.

18



« Fire Drills: Fire drills are held each semester to ensure everyone is prepared.

Full participation is required.

o About the Smoke Detectors: The smoke detectors in each dorm are highly
sensitive and interconnected. Steam from a shower or smoke from cooking can
sometimes trigger an accidental alarm. If this happens, open the door to air out
the dorm and fan the smoke detector, which should help the system reset. Never

tamper with or disable a smoke detector.

Security

e Lock Your Doors: We strongly recommend that you keep your bedroom door
locked when you are not in the room and that the main dorm door is locked at

night and anytime the dorm is unoccupied.

e Personal Security Systems: You are permitted to install a personal, wireless

security system at your own expense under the following conditions:
¢ All roommates in the dorm must agree to its installation.

e The system must be installed using damage-free mounting strips (e.g.,
Command™ products). You may not use screws, nails, or any method that

penetrates walls or doorframes.

e You must provide the access codes to the CLAs and the Dean of Students

to allow for inspections and maintenance.
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ADMINISTRATIVE POLICIES & PROCEDURES

Reserving Your Room for Next Year

To secure housing for the upcoming academic year, current students must follow the

reservation procedures outlined by the Department of Student Affairs each spring.

Reservation Priority

Priority for room assignments is given to returning students based on the following

order:
1. Students wishing to remain in their current room.
2. Students who have mutually agreed to be roommates.
3. Returning Seniors.
4. Returning Juniors.

5. Returning Sophomores.

Summer Housing

e Residing on campus during the summer is a privilege and is not guaranteed.
Availability is subject to HCU's needs, including the use of dorms for summer
camps.

« Summer room assignments may be temporary.

Utility Outages

« For non-emergencies (like a power or water outage), please notify a CLA

immediately so they can report it to the proper authorities.

« If you suspect a dangerous situation (such as a gas leak, sparking wires, or a

downed power line), clear the area, call 911 immediately, and then inform a CLA.
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Media Relations

In the event of a campus crisis, only authorized university personnel may speak to the
media. This policy helps ensure that information is communicated factually and
respectfully. We ask that residents direct any media inquiries to the Director of Public

Relations.

Missing Student Notification

In compliance with federal regulations, the university has a notification policy for any
residential student determined to be missing. Each student has the option to
confidentially register a designated emergency contact who will be notified in such an

event. If a student is determined to be missing, HCU will also notify the local police.
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